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As a culminating event for the first unit's study on the Civil War, the 8th
SCHOOL 1 grade held a battle re-enactment in the gym. Students "fought" as part of
NEWS the Union or Confederate armies to defend their flags during an exciting
game of capture the flag. To everyone's delight, the Union remained
WHAT'S 2 victorious.
GOING ON?
o ) o
Ranoon | 3 | IBig News: We're Accredited!
W/ RYAN

To become Accredited is when an institution receives official cer-

BRI 4 tification that recognizes its approval based on a set of criteria.

v5v§:lgp8|.| This recognition is a great honor, and one that Aaron Academy
LIBRARY 5 was esteemed and excited to be given. On October 20, 2011, the
W/ MS. RUDES Excellence by Design Validation Team recommended that Aaron
Academy be accredited by the Middle States Commission on Sec-
ART 6 i
W/ BRETT ondary school, a certification that lasts 7 years. The process of
CULINARY > becoming accredited is an arduous one, and is impacted by many
CORNER W/ groups of people, all of whom contributed a great deal of time
MS. BARENO and effort in order to better our school. Aaron Academy was as-
TECHNOLOGY| 8 sessed based on our programs, facilities, and how well our com-
W/ DEREK munity meets our students’ needs and plays to our strengths. A
GAMES and 9 committee from the Middle States Commission was assigned to
PUZZLES observe and learn about how Aaron Academy works, and what
WRITER’S | 10- makes our school such a wonderful and unique environment.
WORKSHOP | 11 This article serves as a public announcement and congratulations
W/ MS. .
BIDDELMAN to Aaron Academy and its wonderful students, parents, and fac-

ulty. (In our next edition of The Bulldog, look for an informative

MISSION 12 and intimate interview with The Bulldog’s own Zac asking Ms.

McKeon important questions about our Accreditation.)
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What’s Going On? - A trip around the Academy!

Aaron Academy is succeeding in fulfilling our mission in so many
ways. Here are a few of the wonderful opportunities our students, parents,
and faculty have had so far that all demonstrate their civic responsibility and
positive citizenship within their school community and global community.

+ Homework Club is up and running, working with students on improving
student skills that include studying, time management, organization, and
self- advocacy. Parents are encouraged to submit permission forms that
allow their students to stay afterschool on Mondays and Wednesdays
from 3:30 to 4:15. This time allows for students to ask for extra help from
teachers, work without distractions, and complete their homework.

¢ The PTA has already planned wonderful activities and fundraisers includ-
ing Bingo Night and the Snack Cart, which is student-run and available to
students daily during lunch. Questions, comments, and suggestions can
be addressed to staff representative Alison Sekora, and parent representa-
tives Sarah Tilley, Susan Pearce, Lorraine Merkl, Laurie Edelstein, Car-
men DePinies-Hassel, and Lauren Kramer.

+ Parents are welcome to engage within their school community in the Fac-
ulty-Parent Lounge on the 3" floor at the beginning and end of each
school day. Coffee is provided in the Culinary Lab for your enjoyment.

+ Get ready for our next annual Days of Giving on December 19" and 20™.

*High School students will be volunteering at The Bronx Food Ware-
house to package up canned goods to be distributed to food pantries and shel-
ters throughout the five boroughs.

* Additionally, the 7™ grade will be sponsoring a drive for Operation
Care and Comfort-an organization that sends care packages to US Troops at
home and abroad. Collection boxes will be located in all classrooms and the
lobby from November 9™ through December 19", All Middle School stu-
dents will be creating care packages and cards for our soldiers.

*From November 9" -December 19" the 8" grade will be sponsoring
a fundraiser for The Valerie Fund-an organization that assists children who
have been diagnosed with cancer and blood disorders. For a $5 donation to
The Valerie Fund students and staff can participate in a dress down day on
November 18", On December 19" middle school students will also be tie-
dying bandanas to donate to Valerie Fund patients undergoing chemotherapy
treatments. Masha and Alexia are my committee members for this fundraiser,
please see them with any questions.
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Random Thoughts with Ryan
X-MEN EXEMPLIFIES EXCELLENCE

X-Men is a comic series originally written by Stan Lee and illustrated by
Jack Kirby. The X-Men is a group of people that were born with special powers.
They can learn to control these powers and they use them to protect the world
against people that abuse their own super-powers. A few examples X-Men mem-
bers include Cyclops, Wolverine, and Storm. Cyclops has the ability to heal oth-
ers quickly and also has enhanced senses. Wolverine has retractable metal claws
that he uses as threats and for protection. Finally, Storm controls the weather and
can fly while riding the wind. An instance of when the X-Men came together to
fight evil with their powers was when Magnito wanted to kidnap a child with
other special powers. The X-Men combined their powers to stop Magnito and
save the child so that he was able to grow up and be a member of the X-Men.
The story of X-Men is told in a variety of different media such as comic books,
cartoons, live-action movies, and graphic novels. As a fan of X-Men, I suggest
starting with the movie called X-Men that came out in the year 2000 so that you

can learn about all of the characters and their backgrounds.

Gourmet Goodness

Living in New York affords many New Yorkers with the opportunity to

eat all different cuisines and styles of food , for example, Chinese, sushi, Indian,

and Spanish. While eating these foods, EE m om Em
you can also eat them indoors, outdoors, ... -l. u ..- . u
FIVE GUYS

in restaurants and from food trucks. In FAMOUS
BURGERS and FRIES

New York City, anything goes! My per-
sonal favorite, and a great suggestion, is
what I believe to be the best burger in

New York from Five Guys. While their

burger is the best one you’ll find, also try

their Cajun fries. You won’t be sorry!
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Current Events with Ralph
Next President Election

Mitt Romney- Mitt was born in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He is a republi-
can and was the governor of Massachusetts for four years. He ran for presi-
dent in 2008 but lost. He is tied with Herman Cain as the front-runner of the

republican candidates for president.

Newt Gingrich- Newt was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He used to be
the speaker of the house from 1995-1998 and he served in the house for many

years. He is now running for president as a republican.

Michele Bachmann- Michele has been a republican congresswomen in Minne-
sota since 2007. She was born in Stillwater, Minnesota. She is running for

president as a republican.

Rick Santorum- Rick was a senator and a representative in Pennsylvania. He
was born in Penn Hills, Pennsylvania. He is running for president as a re-

publican.

Ron Paul- Ron was in the House of Representatives ten times and is current-
ly serving his 11th term. He was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1935.
He is running for president as a libertarian republican. He lost the republi-

can nomination in 2008.

Herman Cain- Herman was born in Tennessee and was never a senator or a
representative. He was the chief executive of Godfathers Pizza and was the
host of a radio show in Atlanta. He is running for president as a republican

and is a front-runner.

Rick Perry- Rick is the current governor of Texas and was the governor for 10
years. He was born in Paint Creek, Texas in 1950. He is now running for

president as a republican. He used to be the front-runner, but is now third.

Barack Obama- Barack was born in Honolulu, Hawaii and is the current
president of the U.S. Before he was president, he was a senator in Illinois. He
is the only democrat running for president. He chose Joe Biden as his vice

president.
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Library with Ms. Rudes
New Titles in

e 74 £
m [ W n \ | s - the LibraIy

8 On November 4™, James Kennedy, the author of the young
adult novel, The Order of Odd-Fish, visited with the 9™ and 10™ grade stu-
dents. When he was here he told entertaining stories, read from his novel,
shared fan artwork based on his novel, and engaged in two “Absurdity Duels”
with our students. Side note, an “Absurdity Duel” was something crafted be-
tween James Kennedy and the students. It involved using creativity to out-do
each other in creating absurd scenarios. The kids had a blast! So did the facul-
ty!!! “It was hysterical. I didn’t know an author could be that crazy.” — Victo-
ria Consumano (10™ grade). We are looking forward to having James Kenne-
dy return to our school with the debut of his new novel (not yet released).

Scholastic Book Fair

NI Our annual Scholastic Book Fair will be held in our new
' TH D School Library Media Center, Monday December 12
RADE through Wednesday December 14™.

Su AQF‘”
¢ On Tuesday December 20th, the 7th and 8th grade students
will Skype with Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, the
S author of the novel 8th Grade Superzero.
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Art with Brett

Interview with the Dance Elective

Each dance class starts off with a warm up. They are currently working on
Modern dance choreography. They are now dancing to Moby’s music but they
all like any type of music.

Do the dancers have any prior experience?

Tailor took Ballet lessons at the age of 5. She also has participated in the
dance elective at Aaron Academy for 2 years. Alexis was introduced to danc-
ing when she and her sister did Ballet. She also enjoys dancing with her
friends for pleasure.

The instructor, Ms. Neal began dancing when she was 8 years old, but she was
too shy to perform on stage. Therefore, she took a long hiatus and didn’t re-
sume until she was 20. She began with Modern dance and also studied Ballet,
Jazz, and enjoys doing Improvisational dance.

What dance styles would you like to learn?
Alexis: Hip-Hop

Tailor: Tango

Ms. Neal— Hip-Hop and Breakdancing

Tailor and Alexis both say dancing wears them out. Tailor in particular is tired
at the beginning of dance class. However, the music and moving her body
around gets her energized.

Art Review
This painting was painted by Salvador Dali and is called Landscape With Butter-
flies. It looks like it took place on a very cloudy day right before a torrential storm. The
butterflies on the poles above the ship make it pretty surreal. All of Dali’s work had things
in them that looked surreal by putting random objects together. Butterflies never live in
the sea like the one to the left of the shop or fly next to
the clouds. I think the butterflies are a good addition to
the painting since they are so colorful. It almost appears

like someone might have killed them to eat them. It is a

pretty unique painting with how it makes butterflies seem like they are sea creatures.
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Culinary Corner with Ms. Bareno

We have been busy in the Culinary Class. When we are not in the lab whip-
ping up something yummy, we have all been busy putting together presentations
based on our research comparing and contrasting whole foods vs. processed foods.
Fascinating stuff! In the lab, we have been experimenting with substitutions like mak-
ing non-dairy, gluten free, egg free and soy free versions of our recipes. So far, it’s all
been thumbs up! One of our favorite baked goods this year has been pumpkin muf-
fins... just don’t add too much salt. You can ask 7B about that one! Our 10" grade
class even steamed their own sugar pie pumpkin to make their muffins. Sooooo yum-
my! The following lab week we all steamed and roasted pumpkin and acorn squash
and individually seasoned our slices for a 7A inspired Squash Throwdown.

Here is the standard recipe version for pump-
kin muffins. Go ahead and try your own sub-
stitutions if you are feeling brave.

Pumpkin Muffins
% C flour

Ya tsp. salt

Y5 tsp. sugar

1 tsp. baking soda
% C pumpkin puree
Y4 C vegetable oil
2 Tbsp. water

1 egg beaten

Y4 tsp. nutmeg

Y4 tsp. cinnamon

1.Preheat oven to 350° B

2. Sift together flour, salt, sugar and baking soda

3.Mix the pumpkin, oil egg, water, and spices together

4. Combine wet and dry ingredients

5. DO NOT MIX TOO THROUGHLY!

6. Pour into cups and bake for 25-30 minutes or until a straw
comes out clean
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Technology with Derek

INTERVIEW WITH MR. HEALY

| had the opportunity of interviewing Mr. Healy one Wednesday af-
ternoon. He was kind enough to sit down with me and answer my ques-
tions about his role here at Aaron Academy.

Der &Mhere did you go to college and what
Mr_. Hle awgnt to the University of Central
ness major .

Der &hlat made you choose to work at Aaron
Mr_. Hetal was kind of a big step in progre
Technol ogy) .

Derddlow is it working in the field of tec
Mr_. Hetaly:a | ot of fun as | ong as you ha
somet hing new and interesting everyday.

Der &lo: you have a favorite electronic dev
Mr_. Hleawgul d say | wuse my phone (i Phone)
device on a daily basis for me.

Having sat down and talked with Mr. Healy, | learned that technology
(IT) might be a great career for many Aaron Academy students.

New Technology Review

Samsung plans to release the upcoming new phone—the Gal-
axy Skin, the latest in Samsung’s ‘Galaxy’ phone line. The Galaxy
Skin has “Skin” in the name because it’s flexible and paper thin; it
can also be described as the slap bracelet of technology. This phone
has been said to measure 221 millimeters (8.7 inches) in length, 67
millimeters (2.6 inches) in width and 8 millimeters (0.3 inches) in
thickness. The Galaxy Skin, however, does work like any other smart
phone released so far and has similar apps and techniques. The re-
lease date for the Galaxy Skin is to be announced some time next
year.
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Games and Puzzles

SUDOKU

Winter Word Search
419 12 ;;I{g LU
SNOW
68 2 3 9|4 WINTER e
1 6 COATPD
EEGS
5 3 8 4 H DH D
Y DFQT u
7 JEYSNOWBOARDINGLOVES
NRPSLEDDINGONB
6 5 2 1 N ZICWCCXS L
Y ECUAUETD [
2 1 EGFZFH
sl1| [7] |9| |62 S JMeNLL
XSJWXZHTFC
314 5|8 QLDFDMV I | TXS
TOBOGGANNAGUKQ
TGOZDIXYGPHHIB
Optical Illusion SNOWBALLFIGHT IOE 3
TSNOWFLAKEHATNOH
ENSNOWBALLRWFGTYV
QHPFIFREEZ INGVSQ
£ SUEFSNOWMANLJT
AVSOMITTENSGQB
ICESKATINGPO
TXDKDEGWVR
SCARFA
Do you see white arrows Boots |I\ﬁe Skating Snow Ball Fight
Coat ittens Snow Flake
or black arrows? Freezing Scarf Snowboarding
Gloves Skiing Snowman
Hat gleddlng Toboggan
Ice now Winter
LOGI.C PU,ZZLE lee Fishing Snow Ball
After the snail racing contest,
the four‘ contestants were con- MAZE
gratulating each other. Only - ‘
one snail wore the same num- ]
ber as the position it finished -
in. Alfred's snail wasn't paint- |
ed yellow nor blue, and the —
snail who wore 3, which was —
painted red, beat the snail who B L
came in third. Arthur's snail
beat Anne's snail, whereas Al-
ice's snail beat the snail who =
wore 1. The snail painted
green, Alice's, came second I"
and the snail painted blue | | |
wore number 4. Anne's snail I = i
wore number 1. Can you work ]
out who's snail finished where,
its number and the color it was -
painted? ‘ *l F
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Rebus
Puzzles

AID AID AID

Secret
Secret,
Secret
Secret
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Writer's Workshop with Ms. Biddelman
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Aaron Academy

42 East 30th Street
NY, NY 10016

Phone: 212-867-5443
Fax: 212-867-5379
www.aaronacad.org

AARON
D

ACADEMY

AARON ACADEMY MISSION:

Aaron Academy is a private, special education school
dedicated to insuring that all students will become re-
sponsible, successful citizens of the 21st Century as ev-
idenced by their ability to construct their own
knowledge, develop judgment, think critically and
demonstrate civic responsibility. Our commitment is to
provide meaningful learning opportunities so students
can maximize their potential and act wisely as they
move through adolescence into adulthood.

LAARON ACADEMY VALUES:

o the development of individual student strengths

o parents as partners in student learning and de-
velopment

« alearning process that provides transfer to real
world experience

e alearning environment that fosters mutual re-
spect

« asafe, supportive school climate

e acurriculum that is relevant, challenging and co-
herent

« student learning that is ambitious and goal ori-
ented

o the development of and respect for community
membership

« community involvement

« effective communication

« healthy social and emotional relationships

A very special thanks to the dedicated staff of the Newspaper Elective: Ms.
Rudes, Ms. Biddelman, Ryan Koltun, Derek Allen, Zaccari Silverman, Ari
Schwartzman, Brett Edelstein, Ralph Betesh, and a super special thanks to Ms.







